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FROM THE EDITOR 

Just when you think you know everything, or at least have access to everything that you could possibly 

imagine, something new shows up!  And this is certainly the case with my own study of the history of Old 

Mines.  Iôve collected many images, articles, books, documents, but am always delighted when something 

completely new comes my way either through my own research or through messages I receive from 

people who have discovered something on their own that theyôve been willing to share. 

This is certainly the case for the material in this issue of News from Old Mines.  In the past Iôve included 

old black-and-white photographs of houses in the Old Mines area in this publication, as well as on the ac-

companying Facebook page and website.  Many of these were found in the online photographic archives 

of the Library of Congress.  Recently I came across three more such photographs, and include them in this 

issue (below and on the following page).  Beyond the brief description provided on the LOC website, I 

know little about the houses.  The photographs are included in the Historic American Buildings Survey, 

and were apparently taken in the 1930ôs, perhaps in 1936. 

Another wonderful find being shared in this issue is information published in a French newspaper about 

the visit in 1994 by a St. Louis resident to the hometown of Philippe-Fran­ois Renault.  Copies of the ori-

ginal articles are included here, along with their translations.  If anyone knows more about this woman or 

her research on Old Mines, I would be grateful for any information! 

I hope you find some benefit from the information included in this issue of News from Old Mines.  As 

always, if you think you have something of interest to share, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 

me.  Contributions are always welcome! 

Will Thompson 

Below: Loomes San Soucie cabin, Racola, Washington County 
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Top: Bequette Log House.  Bottom: Lucas Log Cabin.  Both Racola, Washington County (1936) 

 

OLD HOMES OF OLD MINES (Source: Library of Congress) 
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2018 

December 7-9: Ste. Genevieve Christmas Festival 

December 9: Le R®veillon, Felix Valle House 

December 31: La Guiannee at Fort de Chartres 

December 31: Ste. Genevieve La Guiannee  

 

2019 

February 2: Ste. Genevieve Kings Ball 

April 6: Old Mines Area Historical Society Seminar 

June 8: Ste. Genevieve French Heritage Festival 

August 10-11: Ste. Genevieve Jour de F°te 

October 6: F°te de l'automne  

A Frenchman in Missouri/An American in Cousolre 
 

 In 1994, nearly 275 years after Philippe Fran­ois Renault arrived in Missouri to conduct lead mining, a 

woman from St. Louis by the name of Diana Hartnett travelled to Renaultôs hometown in France in search of 

information about his origins.  Remarkably, Jean Heuclin, a retired history professor who is from this town, 

Cousolre, has found two articles from a local paper that chronicle Ms. Hartnettôs trip to the region.   

 Hopefully some oneline research will allow us to get in touch with Ms. Hartnett, who apparently retired a 

few years ago from teaching in the St. Louis area, and find out the precise nature of her research and what, if 

anything, she ended up doing with the materials she discovered. 

 For the time being, you will find in this issue copies of the original articles (pp. 4-5) as well as their transla-

tion (p. 6).  It certainly seems that this visit was the source of some fascination on the part of the local resi-

dents at the time. 

 

 It should, however, be pointed out that there are numerous inaccuracies in the articles, some of which appear 

to be the result of some imaginative (if misguided) assumptions on the part of the author of the articles. 

 For instance (and perhaps most important to note), Renault himself was not the founder of Old Mines!  He 

may have conducted mining in the same area (although there is little information about where precisely he 

first did so), but the name Old Mines is not used until late in the 18th century, some 80 years later. 

 Additionally, it is true that Renault came to America with 200 workers, but itôs not certain that they were all 

from the same community in France.  One of the frequently repeated, but inaccurate statements about Renault 

is that he stopped at Santo Domingo (now Haiti) and purchased 300 slaves that he brought with him to Mis-

souri.  Although there was apparently a contract for such a purchase, there is no evidence whatsoever that Re-

nault brought such a large number. 

 What is true is that Renault did not remain in the Illinois Country for the rest of his life, returning to France 

to end his days in Cousolre.  Of the original 200 men who went with him, some returned to France, yet some 

apparently remained, and much work is left to be done to determine their fates. 

The Old Mines French Project 
Director: Dr. Will Thompson, The University of Memphis 

 

Website: www.oldmines.org 

email: oldminesmissouri@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.visitstegen.com/signature-events/
https://mostateparks.com/event/76221/le-r%C3%A9veillon
file:///C:/Users/wjthmpsn/Documents/cfcs
file:///C:/Users/wjthmpsn/Documents/cfcs
https://www.visitstegen.com/signature-events/
https://omahs.weebly.com/area-events.html
https://www.visitstegen.com/signature-events/
https://www.visitstegen.com/signature-events/
https://omahs.weebly.com/la-fecircte-de-lrsquoautomne.html
http://www.oldmines.org/bibliography.html
mailto:oldminesmissouri@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench
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