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FROM THE EDITOR 

One of the most rewarding aspects of this project 

has been receiving messages from people around 

the world who have expressed their gratitude for 

the website, newsletter, or Facebook page, and who 

have sometimes shared information that is new to 

me.  Below you will see an image (early 20th cen-

tury?) of the old chateau in Cousolre, France.  How 

does it relate to Old Mines? Well, it was the birth-

place of Philippe François Renault, who had the 

first contract to conduct lead mining operations in 

what is now Washington County, Missouri.  And 

the chateau still stands today.  More about Renault 

in this issue; I hope you enjoy it! 

Will Thompson 
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Each newsletter features a list of new materials relevant to the study of Old Mines and the French history and 

heritage of the region around it.  Here’s the most recent list of books and articles that are either new publications 

or have just been discovered or reported.  All of the works listed above will also appear in the Bibliography on 

the Old Mines French website. 

 

Bliss, N. W. [Neziah].  Handbook of Southeast Missouri with Detailed Description of Washington County.  St. Louis: 

Ternes Printing House, 1882.  Available at openlibrary.org. 

Brasseaux, Carl A.  “Moral Climate of French Colonial Louisiana, 1699-1763.”  Louisiana History 27.1 (1986): 27-41. 

Casanova, Jacques-Donat; Armour Landry.  Une Amérique française.  Paris: Documentation Française; Québec: L’Éditeur 

officiel du Québec, 1975. 

Chambers, Henry E.  Mississippi Valley Beginnings: An Outline of the Early History of the Earlier West.  New York: G. P. 

Putnam’s Sons, 1922. 

Chartrand, René.  The Forts of New France: the Great Lakes, the Plains and the Gulf Coast, 1600-1763.  Oxford: Osprey, 

2010. 

Christian, Shirley.  Before Lewis and Clark: The Story of the Chouteaus, the French Dynasty that Ruled America’s Frontier.  

New York: Farr, Strauss & Giroux, 2004. 

Conrad, Glenn R.  “Administration of the Illinois Country: the French Debate.”  In The French Experience in Louisiana.  

Lafayette: Univ. of Southwestern Louisiana, 1995, 442-459.  Also in Louisiana History 36.1 (Winter 1995): 31-53. 

Davis, James.  Frontier Illinois.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998. 

Deplanne, Véronique.  Legacies of a French Empire in North America.  Virginia Beach: Donning Co., 1999. 

Deposki, Richard.  Ste. Genevieve.  Charleston, SC : Arcadia Publishing (Images of America), 2008.   

DuVal, Kathleen.  The Native Ground: Indians and Colonists in the Heart of the Continent.  Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsyl-

vania Press, 2006. 

Ekberg, Carl J.  Louis Bolduc: His Family and His House.  Tucson, AZ: Patrice Press, 2002. 

Evans, Mark L.  The Commandant’s Last Ride.  Cape Girardeau, MO: Ten-Digit Press, 2001.  (“Featuring a block by block 

look at more than 90 of Ste. Genevieve, Missouri’s most historic buildings”) 

Fadler, Theodore P.; Susanne M. Fadler.  Memoirs of a French Village : Chronicles of Prairie, Kaskaskia and the French 

Triangle.  Revised edition.  ?: Phoenix Cosmopolitan Publishing, 2016 (1972). 

Filliez, Xavier.  “La résistance des dialects français aux États-Unis/French Dialects Fight for Survival in the United States."  

France-Amérique vol. 9, no. 3 (March 2016): 36-43. 

Foley, William E.  “Friends and Partners: William Clark, Meriwether Lewis, and Mid-America’s French Creoles.”  Missouri 

Historical Review 98.4 (July 2004): 270-282. 

Foxcurran, Robert; Michel Bouchard; Sébastien Malette.  Songs Upon the Rivers.  The Buried History of the French-

Speaking Canadiens and Métis from the Great Lakes and the Mississippi across to the Pacific.  Montreal: Baraka 

Books, 2016. 

French Colonial Louisiana and the Atlantic World.  Ed. Bradley G. Bond.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State Univ. Press, 2005. 

Gagné, Joseph.  Inconquis.  Deux retraites françaises vers la Louisiane après 1760.  Québec: Éditions du Septentrion, 2016. 

Gerlach, Russel L.  “Population Origins in Rural Missouri.”  Missouri Historical Review 71.1 (October 1976): 1-21. 

Goodwin, Cardinal L.  “Early Exploration and Settlement of Missouri and Arkansas.”  Missouri Historical Review 14.3-4 

(April-July 1920): 385-424. 

Greer, Allan.  The People of New France.  Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1997. 

Havard, Gilles; Cécile Vidal.  Histoire de l’Amérique française.  Paris: Flammarion, 2003. 

Higginbotham, Valle.  John Smith T: Missouri Pioneer.  Potosi, MO: Independent Journal, 1968. 

Ingalls, Walter Renton.  Lead and Zinc in the United States.  New York: Hill Publishing, 1908.  See in particular the chapter 

on Missouri, p. 94-119. 

James, Edwin.  “Remarks on the Lime Stones of the Mississippi Lead Mines.”  Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences 

of Philadelphia, vol. 5: 376-380.  Paper read January 23, 1827.  https://ia800304.us.archive.org/31/items/

journalofacademy05acaduoft/journalofacademy05acaduoft.pdf  

Kellogg, Louise.  The French Regime in Wisconsin and the Northwest.  Madison: State Historical Society of Wisonsin, 

1925. 

Continued on p. 3 

WHAT'S NEW IN OLD MINES? 

http://www.oldmines.org/bibliography.html
http://www.oldmines.org/bibliography.html
https://ia800304.us.archive.org/31/items/journalofacademy05acaduoft/journalofacademy05acaduoft.pdf
https://ia800304.us.archive.org/31/items/journalofacademy05acaduoft/journalofacademy05acaduoft.pdf


 

3 

What’s New in Old Mines (continued from p. 2) 

 

Kinnaird, Lawrence, ed.  Spain in the Mississippi Valley, 1765-1794.  Annual Report of the American Historical Asso-

ciation for the Year 1945, vol. 2-4.  

Kornwolf James D.  Architecture and Town Planning in Colonial North America.  Baltimore; London: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2002.  Volume I, Chapter 2: France in North America, 1562-1763: 185-376. 

Louder, Dean.  Voyages et rencontres en Franco-Amérique.  Québec: Septentrion, 2013.  Includes chapter on Old 

Mines. 

Mason, Edward G.  Kaskaskia and its Parish Records, Old Fort Chartres, and Col. John Todd’s Recordbook.  Chicago: 

Fergus Print. Co., 1881.  Reprinted by Forgotten Books, 2015. 

Miller, Janet L.  The Place of Burial for the Early Settlers of the Creole Corridor.  St. Louis: Publishing Concepts LLC, 

2015.  (Commissioned by Les Amis (“The Friends”) for the 250th Anniversary of the founding of Saint Louis) 

“Mining History of the Ozarks.”  Our Ozarks 2.1 (February 2017): 22-28. 

Nasatir, Abraham P.  Borderland in Retreat: From Spanish Louisiana to the Far Southwest.  Albuquerque: University of 

New Mexico Press, 1976. 

Nuttall, Thomas.  A Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territory during the Year 1819.  Ed. Savoie Lottinville.  Nor-

man: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980 (reprinted by University of Arkansas Press, 1999). 

O’Neill, Charles Edwards.  Church and State in French Colonial Louisiana: Policy and Politics to 1732.  New Haven: 

Yale University Press, 1966. 

Reda, John.  From Furs to Farms: The Transformation of the Mississippi Valley, 1762-1825.  Dekalb: Northern Illinois 

Press, 2016. 

Reynolds John.  The Pioneer History of Illinois: Containing the Discovery, in 1673, and the History of the Country to 

the Yewar 1818, When the State Government was Organized.  Chicago: Fergus Print, 1887 [1852]. 

Temple, Wayne C.  Indian Villages of the Illinois Country: Historic Tribes.  Springfield: Illinois State Museum, 1977. 

Thompson, William.  “The Kaskaskia Manuscripts: Documenting 18th-Century Life in the Pays des Illinois.”  Selected 

Proceedings of the 2015 AATF Convention (2016): 1-13. 

Thorne, Tanis C.  The Many Hands of My Relations: French and Indians on the Lower Missouri.  Columbia: University 

of Missouri Press, 1996.  

Upcoming Events 
 

July 21: Friends of the Fort Summer Ball 

August 11-12: Jour de Fête, Ste. Genevieve 

September 9: St. Joachim Catholic Church Fall Festival 

September 22: Ste. Genevieve Fall History Conference 

October 7: Old Mines Area Historical Society Fête d’automne 

October 12-14: Center for French Colonial Studies Conference 

October 13-14: Fort de Chartres French and Indian War Encampment 

November 3-4: Fort de Chartres Winter Rendezvous 

December 7-9: Ste. Genevieve Holiday Christmas Festival 

December 31: La Guiannee at Fort de Chartres 

December 31: Ste. Genevieve La Guiannee  

 

www.oldmines.org 

file:///C:/Users/wjthmpsn/Documents/cfcs
file:///C:/Users/wjthmpsn/Documents/cfcs
http://stjoachim.org/
https://www.historicstegen.org/fall-history-conference
https://omahs.weebly.com/annual-fecircte.html
http://frenchcolonialstudies.org/
http://www.fortdechartres.us/events/
http://www.fortdechartres.us/events/
https://www.visitstegen.com/signature-events/
file:///C:/Users/wjthmpsn/Documents/cfcs
file:///C:/Users/wjthmpsn/Documents/cfcs
http://www.oldmines.org
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The Birthplace of Philippe François Renaut [Renault] 

This project has been fortunate to attract the attention of M. Jean Heuclin, a native of Cousolre, the birthplace 

of Philippe François Renaut (or Renault, 1686-1755), undoubtedly the most important figure in the earliest 

history of the French presence in the Old Mines area, starting in the 1720’s.  M. Heuclin, a former dean and 

professor of history at the Université Catholique de Lille, has a great interest in Renault and his activities in 

America, and we are grateful for the information and images he has provided to help us know more about the 

early history of Old Mines. 

Cousolre is in northern France, right on the border with Belgium.  According to M. Heuclin, Cousolre was an 

iron mining town from the 16th century on, and later became an important center for marble, which it remai-

ned until 1960. 

M. Heuclin writes that Renault himself was the son of Philippe Renault, an ironmaster.  The younger Renault 

married Marie Célestine Polchet in 1710.  In 1719 he would embark on a great adventure, taking with him his 

oldest son, François-Célestin, who was just nine at the time.  He left behind his wife, pregnant with their se-

cond son, and three young daughters of seven, five, and three.  Renault did not come to America just to mine 

lead, however; like many others he undoubtedly had dreams of making his fortune by finding silver and cop-

per, dreams that would be crushed in the end. 

Here is a translation of M. Heuclin’s own description of Renault’s departure from his home town:  

« The hasty departure seems to have been organized with his young son François-Célestin whom he took with 

him.  It was a strategic investment for the family business.  The decision to leave is undoubtedly linked to the 

crisis that the ironmasters were experiencing in Avesnois at the time, due to the competition from the Abbey 

in Liessies which had raised its levees, leading to unemployment among the ironmasters in the Helpe valley.  

Philippe-François is accompanied by about forty persons [in a footnote, Heuclin explains further that there 

were 40 men, 3 women, and 2 children]…. » 

As the images on p. 1 and below show, there are still some elements of the town of Cousolre that Renault 

knew that we can see today.  Hopefully there will be more from M. Heuclin in future newsletters. 

Map of Cousolre, France, with the old chateau circled in red. 

The chateau was the birthplace of Philippe François Renault. 

The church in Cousolre.  According to M. Heuclin, Renault and 

his father are still buried inside the church itself. 
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The Statue of Renault 

 

One of the fascinating images shared by Jean Heuclin in an email correspondence is this one of a statue of Philippe 

François Renault that was part of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, often referred to as the St. Louis World’s Fair, 

held in 1904.  The statue was one of several commemorating major figures in the history of the Louisiana territory 

(others included Joliet, Marquette, and La Salle).  The image below on the left is reproduced from the History of the 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition, published the year after the fair itself, with the following description: “This statue, 

by A. S. Calder of Philadelphia, stood upon the east approach to the Terrace of States, near the German House.”  The 

Grove Encyclopedia of American Art (Vol. 1) and other sources indicate that Calder won the exposition’s silver med-

al for the statue. 

 

The image on the right shows the statue from another angle, and would seem to confirm that the statue was indeed 

well known and documented at the time.  Sadly, there is no information found so far (by Mr. Heuclin or the editor of 

this newsletter) indicating the fate of the statue after the exposition, or its current location.  Hopefully further research 

might shed some light on the statue’s fate. 

 

If you happen to have any information about the statue, please feel free to share! 
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Facebook Groups of Interest 
 

If you are interested in the history and cultural heritage of Old Mines, you miay also be interested in one or 

more of the following Facebook pages and groups that focus on some aspect of the French presence and lega-

cy in the mid-west.  You can click on the name to be taken directly to the corresponding Facebook page.  If 

you know of other pages/groups that might be of interest, please feel free to share on our Facebook page or 

send Will Thompson at oldminesmissouri@gmail.com. 

 

CENTER FOR FRENCH COLONIAL STUDIES 

FORT DE CHARTRES STORE 

FOUNDATION FOR RESTORATION OF SAINTE GENEVIEVE 

FRENCH COLONIAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

KASKASKIA COMPANY 

KASKASKIA-CAHOKIA TRAIL 

LE PAYS DES ILLINOIS 

LES AMIS DU FORT DE CHARTRES 

LET’S TALK OLD MINES 

MINE AU BRETON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

NEW FRANCE: THE OTHER COLONIAL AMERICA 

OLD MINES AND STE GENEVIEVE MISSOURI FRENCH 

OLD MINES AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OLD MINES KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

PIERRE MENARD HOME 

ST JOACHIM CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST JOACHIM CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

STE GENEVIEVE GENEALOGY 

STE GENEVIEVE MILITIA 

VISIT STE GENEVIEVE 

WASHINGTON COUNTY MISSOURI GENEALOGY 

The Old Mines French Project 
Director: Dr. Will Thompson, The University of Memphis 

 

Website: www.oldmines.org 

email: oldminesmissouri@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench 

CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME! 

 

Do you have an idea for an article for 

the newsletter?  Something you would 

like to see included?  If so, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch!  (Contact 

information to the left.)  The only re-

quirement is that it should be of inter-

est to anyone wanting to know more 

about Old Mines, its history, its fami-

lies, its church, and its lasting legacy. 

mailto:oldminesmissouri@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/frenchcolonialstudies/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=fort%20de%20chartres%20store
https://www.facebook.com/search/str/foundation+for+restoration+of+ste.+genevieve/keywords_pages
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1627205484163791/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Kaskaskia-Company-180414002555740/
https://www.facebook.com/kaskaskiacahokiatrail/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/698242483575325/
https://www.facebook.com/Les-Amis-du-Fort-de-Chartres-359005074289529/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/350581285144947/
https://www.facebook.com/Mine-au-Breton-Historical-Society-357863311305/
https://www.facebook.com/New-France-The-Other-Colonial-America-feat-the-Bolduc-House-42942974051/
https://www.facebook.com/Old-Mines-and-St-Genevieve-Missouri-French-361952740860901/
https://www.facebook.com/oldmines/
https://www.facebook.com/KofC5936/
https://www.facebook.com/PierreMenardHome2015/
https://www.facebook.com/stjoachim/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/St-Joachim-Catholic-School-109405182525901/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stegenevieve/
https://www.facebook.com/Ste-Genevieve-Militia-229329817092484/
https://www.facebook.com/VisitSteGen/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/washcomogenealogy/
http://www.oldmines.org/bibliography.html
mailto:oldminesmissouri@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench

