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Philippe-François Renaut Commemorated in His Hometown in France 
 

The Old Mines connection to France stretches back to the 17th century, when the first soldiers and colo-
nists left France for the New World, settling in what is now Quebec.  Some of them and many of their de-
scendants eventually ended up in the Pays des Illinois, which included modern-day eastern Missouri and 
of course, the Old Mines area.  In terms of the mining operations in Missouri, perhaps the key figure in 
that history is Philippe-François Renaut, and his name remains known in the small town of Cousolre in 
north-eastern France, as the celebrations in his honor, described in this issue on page four, will attest. 
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Here’s the most recent list of new materials relevant to the study of Old Mines and the French history and herit-
age of the region around it.  These are either new publications or ones just discovered, reported, or consulted.  
All of the works listed above also appear in the Bibliography on the Old Mines French website.  Readers are wel-
come to send references to any works not in the Bibliography to the editor! 
 

Allain, Mathé.  “Not Worth a Straw”: French Colonial Policy and the Early Years of Louisiana.  Lafayette: Uni-
versity of Southwestern Louisiana, 1988.  Based on author’s doctoral dissertation “French Colonial Policy 
and the Early Establishment of the Louisiana Colony” (University of Southwestern Louisiana, 1984). 

Arnold, Morris S.  The Arkansas Post of Louisiana.  Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 2017. 
Aron, Stephen.  American Confluence: The Missouri Frontier from Borderland to Border State.  Bloomington: 

Indiana Univ. Press, 2006.   
Audet, F. Émile.  Les premiers établissements français au Pays des Illinois.  Paris: Fernand Sorlot, 1938. 
Beaulne, Kent.  “Notre Dame de la Chandeleur—Candlemas/Groundhog Day.”  Missouri Folklore Society Jour-

nal 24 (2002): 83-87.   
Beers, Henry P.  French and Spanish Records of Louisiana: A Bibliographical Guide to Archive and Manuscript 

Sources.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1989. 
Beers, Henry P.  The French and British in the Old Northwest: A Bibliographical Guide to Archive and Manu-

script Sources.  Detroit: Wayne State Univ. Press, 1964.   
Berninghaus, Oscar E.; text by Allen W. Clark.  The Story of Barytes.  St. Louis: C. P. DeLore, 1920.   
Brasseaux, Carl A.  French, Cajun, Creole, Houma: A Primer on Francophone Louisiana.  Baton Rouge: Louisi-

ana State University Press, 2005. 
Burnham, J. H.  Destruction of Kaskaskia by the Mississippi River.  Steelville, IL: Westerman, 1993 [1916].   
Carr, William C. “Letter to the Secretary of the Treasury.”  In Clarence Carter, Territorial Papers of the United 

States, vol. 18, The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-1806.  Washington: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1934-1975: 273-276. 

Carter, Clarence Edwin.  Great Britain and the Illinois Country, 1763-1774.  Washington: American Historical 
Association, 1910.   

Combined History of Randolph, Monroe & Perry Counties, Illinois.  Philadelphia: J. L. McDonough & Co., 1883.  
Conrad, Glenn R. The First Families of Louisiana.  Baton Rouge: Claitor’s Publishing, 1970. 
Constantin, Jennifer.  Canots, terres et fourrures en Haute-Louisiane : les voyageurs de Ste-Geneviève convertis à 

la sédentarité (1763-1803).  Dissertation, 2011.   
Coulter, Rita K.  Discover the French Connection between St. Louis and New Orleans.  Elmhurst, IL: Interhouse, 

1977.   
Créagh, Ronald, éd.  Français des États-Unis d’hier à aujourd’hui, Actes du premier colloque international sur les 

Français des États-Unis.  Montpellier : Université Montpellier III ; Éditions Espaces, 1994. 
Daniels, Christine; Michael V. Kennedy.  Negotiated Empires: Centers and Peripheries in the Americas, 1500-

1820.  New York: Routledge, 2002.   
Edwards, Jay Dearborn; Micolas Kariouk Pecquet du Bellay de Verton.  A Creole Lexicon: Architecture, Land-

scape, People.  Baton Rouge: LSU Press, 2009. 
Ekberg, Carl.  “Antoine Valentin de Gruy: Early Missouri Explorer.”  Missouri Historical Review 76 (January 

1982): 136-150. 
Ekberg, Carl; Grady Kliman; Pierre Lebeau.  Code Noir: The Colonial Slave laws of French Mid-America.  Na-

perville, IL: Center for French Colonial Studies, 2005. 
Evans, Mark L.  The Commandant’s Last Ride.  2nd edition.  Ste. Genevieve: Ten-Digit Press, 2019. 
Garraghan, Gilbert J.  “Earliest Settlements of the Illinois Country.”  Catholic Historical Review 15 (1930): 351-

362. 
Gosnell, Jonathan K.  Franco-American in the Making: The Creole Nation Within.  Lincoln: University of Ne-

braska Press, 2018. 
Hinderaker, Eric.  Elusive Empires.  Constructing Colonialism in the Ohio Valley, 1673-1800.  Cambridge Univ. 

Press, 1997. 
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3 

What’s New in Old Mines (continued from p. 3) 
 
Jillson, William Rouse.  “Early Mineral Explorations in the Mississippi Valley (1540-1840).”  Transactions of 

the Illinois State Historical Society (1924): 41-57. 
Katz, Ron.  French America: French Architecture from Colonization to the Birth of a Nation.  Photographs by 

Arielle de La Tour d’Auvergne.  New York: French Heritage Society/EDM, 2004. 
Kedro, Milan James.  “The Three Notch Road Frontier: A Century of Social and Economic Change in the Ste. 

Genevieve District.”  Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Society, vol.29 (1975): 189-204. 
Mapping the French Empire in North America.  Catalog by David Buisseret.  Chicago: Newberry, 1991. 
March, David D.  The History of Missouri.  Volume I.  New York Historical Publishing, 1967. 
McDermott, John Francis, ed.  The Spanish in the Mississippi Valley, 1762-1804.  Urbana : University of Illi-

nois Press, 1974. 
Meyer, Duane.  The Heritage of Missouri: A History.  St. Louis: State Publishing Company, 1963. 
Midlo Hall, Gwendolyn.  Africans in Colonial Louisiana.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State Univ. Press, 1992.   
Mugel, Douglas N.  Geology and Mining History of the Southeast Missouri Barite District and the Valles 

Mines, Washington, Jefferson, and St. Francois Counties, Missouri.  Reston, VA: U.S. Department of 
the Interior, 2016. 

Murphy, Lucy Elderveld.  Gathering of Rivers: Indians, Métis, and Mining in the Western Great Lakes, 1737-
1832.  Lincoln: Nebraska, 2000.   

Neal Leavelle, Tracy.  The Catholic Calumet: Colonial Conversions in French and Indian North America.  
Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press, 2011.   

Nester, William R.  The Great Frontier War: Britain, France, and the Imperial Struggle for North America, 
1607-1755.  Westport, CT: Praeger, 2000.   

Palm, Mary Borgias.  Jesuit Missions in the Illinois Country, 1673-1763.  Cleveland: Sisters of Notre Dame, 
1933.   

Park, John R.  Missouri Mining Heritage Guide.  South Miami: Stonerose Publishing, 2005. 
Pease, Theodore C.; Jenison, Ernestine, eds. Illinois on the Eve of the Seven Years; War, 1747-1755. Collec-

tions of the Illinois State Historical Library. Vol. XXIX, French Series, Vol. III. Springfield: Illinois 
State Historical Library, 1940.   

Peyser, Joseph L., trans. and ed. On the Eve of the Conquest: The Chevalier de Raymond’s Critique of New 
France in 1754. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 1997. 

Podruchny, Carolyn.  Making the Voyageur World: Travelers and Traders in the North American Fur Trade.  
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006. 

Rafferty, Milton D.  Historical Atlas of Missouri.  Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982. 
Rossiter, Phyllis.  A Living History of the Ozarks.  Gretna, LA: Pelican Publishing, 1992. 
Swallow, G. C.  First and Second Annual Reports of the Geological Survey, Missouri.  Jefferson City, MO: 

James Lusk, 1855.  See in particular “Dr. Litton’s Report,” Part II, p. 1-94. 
Tarr, William Arthur.  The Barite Deposits of Missouri and the Geology of the Barite District.  Columbia: Uni-

versity of Missouri, 1918.  University of Missouri Studies, Science Series 3, no. 1. 
Thomas, L. F.; J. C. Wild.  The Valley of the Mississippi Illustrated in a Series of Views.  St. Louis: J. C. 

Wild, 1841. 
Thompson, William.  “Creating a Perfect Society on the Mississippi: The Invitation serieuse aux habitants des 

Illinois.” Le Journal (Center for French Colonial Studies) 35.4 (Fall 2019): 4-11. 
Thurman, Melburn D.  Building a House in 18th Century Ste. Genevieve.  Ste. Genevieve: Pendragon’s Press, 

1984.  
Thurman, Melburn D.  “Cartography of the Illinois Country: An Analysis of Middle Mississippi Maps Drawn 

During the British Regime.”  Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 75.4 (Winter 1982): 277-
288.  

Valle Crist, Helen.  They was Frenchmans: the Valle Family Legacy.  Brea, CA: Creative Continuum, 2003.   
Willcockson, Tom.  French Colonial Fort de Chartres: A Journey in Time.  Prairie du Rocher: Les Amis du 

Fort de Chartres, 2018. 
Winslow, Arthur.  Missouri Geological Survey.  Vol. VI, Lead and Zinc Deposits.  Jefferson City, MO: Tri-

bune Printing Company, 1894.  2 vols. 



 

4 

A Celebration of Philippe Renaut in France! 
 
This year the town of Cousolre in north-east France celebrated the 300th anniversary of the departure of 
Philippe-François Renaut from his home town in 1719 (with his final destination being the Illinois Country 
and the lead mines of present-day Missouri).  The community held a conference and reception, which featured 
photos provided by Kent Bone to Jean Heuclin, the organizer of the events.  According to Mr. Heuclin, a com-
memorative plaque will be placed on Renaut’s original home sometime in 2020.  The event was sponsored by 
the Association Renaissance du Patrimoine de Cousolre. 



 

5 

Joseph-Médard Carrière 
 

Editor’s note 
 
 Until recently, my knowledge of Joseph-Médard Carrière, undoubtedly the foremost expert on the French 
language and culture of Old Mines, was limited to the few scholarly works he published in the late 1930’s and 
early 1940’s.  I was therefore delighted to come across an entire chapter devoted to Carrière and his legacy in 
an anthology of French folktales from Detroit which he collected, but which was only edited and published 
decades later by the Prise de parole publishing house in Sudbury, Ontario.  The chapter on Carrière, by Marcel  
Bénéteau, is in French, and below you will find a selection of passages translated into English.  

  
 Carrière was an accomplished scholar, and we are very fortu-
nate that he chose to dedicate part of his career to studying the 
French language and culture of the Old Mines community.  A 
full list of his publications about Old Mines can be found in the 
bibliography on the Old Mines website.  The photo on the left 
was taken during one of his visits to Old Mines (he is rather easy 
to identify on the right!) 
 My gratitude to the Editions Prise de parole for graciously 
allowing me to publish this translation of the French text which 
originally appeared in Contes du Détroit, collected by Joseph-
Médard Carrière and edited by Marcel Bénéteau and Donald 
Deschênes, published in 2005. 
 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 
 “If we know anything about the language and culture of the old French settlements deep within the Ameri-
can continent—places like Vincennes in Indiana, Prairie du Rocher in Illinois, Old Mines in Missouri—it’s 
due in great part to the work of one man, Joseph-Médard Carrière.  Born in Ontario into a French-speaking 
family, this passionate researcher spent his professional life in the United States and dedicated much of his 
work to documenting what remained of the language and culture of the small communities, isolated in the 
heart of the continent, where the last vestiges of the French empire in North America survived. 
 There is no formal biography of Carrière, but the important moments of his life are accounted for in vari-
ous sources.  Born in 1902 in Curran, in eastern Ontario, he passed away on December 1, 1970 in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, where he had been a French professor since 1942.  If we know little of his early years, we 
do know that he began to distinguish himself in the 1920’s over the course of a decade of extraordinary stud-
ies: B.A. from Laval University in Quebec in 1921, Master’s from Marquette University in Milwaukee in 
1925, then another from Harvard in 1926.  There he received the Sheldon Travelling Fellowship from 1929-
1930, which allowed him to spend a year in Paris, where he studied at the Sorbonne and other institutions, af-
ter which he received a doctorate in Romance philology from Harvard in 1932.  He first taught at Northwest-
ern as an instructor, later becoming a professor and receiving tenure in 1939.  In 1942 he accepted a position 
at the University of Virginia, where he remained for the rest of his career.  In 1938 Carrière was elected an 
Officer of the Académie française in recognition of his work on Missouri folklore, and in 1949 he was named 
a Chevalier of the Légion d’honneur for his work promoting French literature in America.  In addition, he re-
ceived an honorary doctorate from Laval University in 1947, the first ever awarded by that institution. 
 Carrière left behind a copious bibliography of scholarly publications on language and literature, but his 
work on the French speakers of the American Midwest are what interest us most, and have made him known.  
In 1934 and again in 1935, he spend the summer among the Franco-Americans of Old Mines, Potosi, and 

Racola in Missouri.  On wax disks he recorded about 80 folksongs and wrote down 73 traditional folktales.  
The collection of tales appeared in 1937 as Tales from the French Folklore of Missouri; the book remains a 

major work of French folklore in North America (the songs, however, remain unpublished).  Until 1939, Car-
rière continued his research among the last people who spoke the French language and practiced the French 
traditions, visiting Francophone communities in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, and Louisiana, publish-

ing the results of his research in various scholarly publications.” 

http://www.oldmines.org
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December 31: La Guiannee at Fort de Chartres 

December 31: La Guiannee in Ste. Genevieve 

 

April 4, 2020: Old Mines Area Historical Society Annual French Heritage Seminar 

October 2020 (dates TBA): Center for French Colonial Studies Conference, St. Louis 

 

2020 Events in Ste. Genevieve 

www.visitstegen.com 

King’s Ball, February 1 

French Heritage Festival, June 12-13 

Jour de Fête, Second full weekend in August 

 

2020 Events at Fort de Chartres 

www.fortdechartres.us/events/  

Colonial Trade Faire and Musket & Rifle Frolic, April 4-5 

Kids’ Day, May 2 

 50th Annual Fort de Chartres Rendezvous, June 6-7 

 Cannon Firing Demonstration, July 4 & August 1 

 Friends of the Fort Summer Ball at Prairie du Rocher American Legion, July 18 

 Artillery Safety School, September 12 

Annual French & Indian War Encampment, October 10-11 

 Fort de Chartres Winter Rendezvous, November 7-8 

 Prairie du Rocher La Guianne at Fort de Chartres, December 31 

Upcoming Events 

The Old Mines French Project 
 

Director: Dr. Will Thompson, The University of Memphis 

 
Website: www.oldmines.org 

 
email: oldminesmissouri@gmail.com 

 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench 

http://www.fortdechartres.us/events/
https://www.visitstegen.com/signature-events/
http://www.visitstegen.com
http://www.fortdechartres.us/events/
http://www.oldmines.org/bibliography.html
mailto:oldminesmissouri@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/oldminesfrench

